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Building is underway for the new housing model for developmentally
disabled adults called The Vista. The Vista will be located at 1220 S.
Plate Street across from Bona Vista’s Crossing

Summer 2013

President’s Corner

At last it feels like summer is coming, schools are letting out and families will be
looking for meaningful activities for their children. Please take a moment to review
the variety of opportunities for learning and fun through our Imagine That Innovation
Center. Additionally, we continue to offer quality child care and preschool through
our early childhood division. For parents concerned about receiving the best that
they can find in Howard or Miami counties consider studying the State Paths to
Quality Program. It is a helpful and meaningful system that allows parents to study
the range of early childhood providers in your community, actually throughout the
State, and find the early childhood providers that are rated the highest standard.
Bona Vista has a 4 STAR rating, and that is the highest rating possible. It is a parent’s
right to ask questions about curriculum development and find out all that you can
about what your child is going to learn. For more information on what is being offered
through our Imagine That Innovation Center simply click on Bonavista.org and the
class schedule will be available.
Bona Vista continues to provide pediatric therapies through our organization and the
State First Steps Program. Bona Vista offers pediatric speech therapy, occupational
therapy, physical therapy and developmental therapies in Howard, Miami, Cass
and Wabash Counties. First Steps is an early intervention program with the goal of
identifying and remediating developmental delays as early as possible. The sooner
a physician refers a child to the program for services the better it is for the child and
the family. Another strong component of the therapy model is the instruction that is
offered to the parents or primary caregiver, therapy is not just about one treatment
once a week but a continuum of care for the child. First Steps is offered to infants and
toddlers from infancy up to the age of three. For more information call Bona Vista
Programs at 765-457-8273 or check out our website.

Grant News
Bona Vista’s WorkForce Diversity
has received $10,000 funded in part by a
Grant from the Community Foundation of
Howard County. This money will help fund
job coaching for clients during the time
between completing 90 days of successful
work with Indiana Vocational Rehabilitation
Services (Voc Rehab) funding, and receiving
Supported Employment Follow-Along (SEFA)
funding. Job coaching for clients during this
time will ensure that each client maintains
successful employment in the community
until their funding resumes with Supported
Employment Follow Along.
The Dukes Health Care Foundation
of Miami County Board of Directors awarded
Bona Vista Programs a grant for $5,365. This
money will be used to purchase a SoloLift
to aid individuals that have disabilities and
cannot assist in lifting themselves. This item
will be essential in aiding the individuals we
serve at Bona Vista Programs.
The Howard County Commissioners
contributed $5,000 of Economic
Development Income Tax to assist with the

implementation of an internship program
that will allow WFD to offer employers a trial
work opportunity free of cost through our
clients. The WorkForce Diversity program
serves over 250 clients. Clients are all
diagnosed with either a physical, mental or
developmental disability. They range from
18-60 years of age. We help clients find
stable employment in our community.
To date, staff have secured 7 internships
and 4 of those individuals have been hired,
resulting in a 57% success rate. This program
is a huge success for clients!
Joanne DeMarco, or better known
at Bona Vista’s Keys for Kids Preschool as Ms.
Joanne, is the recipient of the Terri Lynne
Lokoff Foundation/Children’s TYLENOL®
National Child Care Teacher Award™! Joanne
submitted a class project titled “Down on
the Farm,” which caught the attention of the
foundation and ultimately secured her the
$500 award to purchase a new sensory table
and farm toys such as puzzles, puppets and
different farm themed toys.

Indiana Youth Institute
Professional Development Grant
was awarded to Kelley Land, Director,
Vocational Services so that she
could attend the 2013 Association of
People Supporting Employment First
(APSE) Conference. Kelley received
a $750 training grant so that she
could attend the annual conference.
The conference will bring together
business and community leaders from
across the country to network and
focus on state of the art strategies
to ensure equitable employment for
citizens with disabilities.
The Bona Vista Foundation
received $335.15 from the Chase
Community Giving grant. The Chase
Community Giving is grant program
inspiring a new way of corporate
philanthropy by letting participants
vote to help determine which small
and local non profits will receive
donations from Chase. The program
has given away over $20 million
in grants to charities nationwide,
with focuses including animals &
environment; education; health;
military & veterans; poverty; and the
arts.
An Americans with
Disabilities Act-Indiana Grant
awarded $2,100 to the Howard
County Business Leadership Network.
Bona Vista is a leader in initiating
the formation of this group for
local businesses and individuals
with disabilities. BLNs work to
advance the employment of people
with disabilities through employer
education, advocacy, and inclusion
efforts. For more information, please
visit www.inbln.org.
WorkForce Diversity received
$1,500 through a Community
Mobilization Grant from the Military
Family Research Institute, to help
veterans and their families get the
much needed resources and serves
in these crucial areas: education, job
placement, healthcare, VA benefits,
behavioral health, drug and alcohol
programs and child development.
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Are you searching for a
quality preschool Summer
Program for your child?
You don’t have to search
any longer! Bona Vista’s
Keys for Kids offers an
academic-based Summer
Camp that is designed
to enhance your child’s
development.
Our Summer Camp has two sessions. Our first session started on June 4th and focuses on fun themes such as Music,
Dinosaurs, Dr. Seuss and Camping. Our second session, which begins on July 2nd, also has fun educational themes such as Jungle,
Circus, Fiesta and Beach Days for your children.
“Summer camp is a summer enrichment program for children ages 2-5. Many children that attend our school year program
attend summer camp. Summer camp is an extension of their learning,” stated Beth Barnett, Keys For Kids Preschool Director. Our
Summer Camps are scheduled for different times. We have a 9 am-11am camp on Tuesdays and Thursdays for your two and young
three year olds. Keys for Kids also has a 12:15pm camp for your three, four and five year olds on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays.
“Some children that have never been to preschool but are going into Kindergarten in the fall have signed up too. Summer
camp is a structured preschool atmosphere with fun themes. Summer camp will expose the child to a school atmosphere and help
instill the fun of learning,” Beth added.
Keys for Kids has a level four rating from Paths to Quality®, which is a voluntary
quality rating system. Level four is the highest achievement and our programs are
nationally accredited for their excellence. We have a professional teaching staff, a fulltime nursing staff, secure entrances, beautiful playgrounds and an indoor gym.
Brianne, a Keys for Kids Preschool parent, says, “Keys for Kids Preschool has been
great for my son! He has been in school for six months in the Full Day 2’s class. I love
this program and encourage anyone looking for a preschool program to visit Keys for
Kids Preschool. He loves his teachers and friends, they work on a variety of standards
and skills, as well as have great resources.”
Beth agrees stating that, “Summer camp gives the child added enrichment
activities in the preschool setting. Making friends, creative art activities, and academic
readiness are balanced for an enjoyable summer camp experience!”
Keys for Kids Preschool is an innovative program specifically designed to help
unlock your child’s possibilities. Our Summer Camp Programs are academic-based and taught by licensed teachers and instructional
assistants with scheduling options to fit most any family’s schedule.
Call 765-457-8273 today, or stop by to enroll or learn more about our fun Summer Camp! We have spots waiting for your
child. Please visit us online at www.bonavista.org, and follow us on Facebook @Bonavista Programs and Twitter @Bonavista_ .

Save the Date
July 30

FREE Developmental screenings at Positive Results for
Kids funded in part by United Way of Howard County

August 2 Cinderella Ball at the Kokomo Country Club
September 20 Cinderella Ball at the Palomino Ballroom in Hamilton County
October 29

FREE Developmental screenings at Positive Results for Kids funded in part by United Way of Howard County

November 2013 1st annual Legislative Luncheon at Bona Vista at the Crossing
December 2013 Bona Vista vs Kokomo Fire Department Talent Show
January 18, 2014 Last One Standing Dodge Ball Challenge at Maple Crest Middle School
For more information about any of these events, please call 765-457-8273 or go to bonavista.org.

Soupley’s Greatest Spectacle in Tasting
– 19 Years and Still Going Strong!

Early Head Start has
Outstanding
Federal Review
Bona Vista’s Early Head Start program received an
excellent Federal Monitoring Review from the Administration
for Children & Families. The monitoring review team visited
Bona Vista’s Early Head Start the week of April 7th, and
gathered information from child and staff files and observed
class, center and group environments. After thorough
examination, the review team concluded favorable outcomes
for the Early Head Start program.
“It was determined that your Early Head Start program
is in compliance with all applicable Head Start Performance
Standards, laws, regulations and policy requirements,” stated
the overview report. There were no corrective actions given to
Bona Vista’s Early Head Start program.
“We work hard to provide the best program possible
for our families, and we are happy to know we are doing just
that!” stated Rachelle Myers, Director of Early Head Start.
Some of the strengths that were noted were the
strong community partnerships benefiting parents, children
and the staff. Early Head Start offers practicum opportunities
to students wanting careers in Early Childhood Education.
Early Head Start works with programs from Ivy Tech Kokomo,
Indiana University Kokomo and Ball State University, with many
completing and receiving their degrees.
Early Head Start also partners with persons and agencies to
donate items to the “Kiddo Kloset.” Kiddo Kloset is an incentive
program for our parents. If parents attend and are involved in
all of the meetings, committees and activities provided by Early
Head Start, they receive “Kiddo Kash.” With this Kash, they
can receive items such as diapers, wipes, paper towels and
toiletry items – items that you cannot buy with food stamps.

Early Head Start is continually working to find persons and
businesses to donate items to the Kiddo Kloset and keep the
Kloset stocked for the parents.
The Early Head Start program serves expectant
mothers and children birth to three years of age. Taking a
proactive, family-centered approach, Early Head Start offers
center-based child care, home visiting, and family development
programming FREE of charge to those who meet the income
requirements.
To learn more about Early Head Start, please call Rachelle
Myers at 765-457-8273, or visit www.bonavista.org. You can
also make a donation to the Kiddo Kloset by calling to see what
items are currently needed. Thank you to our community, staff,
parents and students that have supported Bona Vista’s Early
Head Start and made it a successful program.

Soupley’s Wine & Spirits and Hoosier AM/FM in conjunction with Bona Vista held the Greatest Spectacle in Tasting May
18th, 2013 on the grounds of Bona Vista. We had a great turnout with over 700 attendees at this year’s event. We had $21,300
in sponsorships to help support our agency, and we raised over $45,000 for Bona Vista Programs! Our silent auction consisted
of 160 lots that raised over $17,000. There were 31 local restaurants that served signature dishes to the attendees, over 100
different wines and micobrews were available for tasting, and Loose Change played great music. It was a wonderful day with lots
of happy patrons!
We would like to thank our sponsors for helping make this event happen: Hoosier AM/FM stations: Z925, Rock 98.5 and
WIOU, Liberty Financial Group, The DeHayes Group, Haynes International, The Kokomo Dental Center, BMO Harris Bank, First
Farmers Bank & Trust, Indiana Pest Control, The Hardie Group, Solidarity Community Federal Credit Union, City of Firsts Federal
Credit Union, Community First Bank, Monroe Construction, Kokomo New Car Dealers Association, St. Joseph Hospital, Billy’s Auto
Repair, Beckley’s Office Supplies, Carney-Echelbarger Machining LLC, Humphrey Printing, Dr. Kurt Kingseed, RD Filip, Inc., Wendy’s
of Kokomo, and Jansen’s Tax Service & Asphalt Sealing.
Craig Dunn, Liberty Financial Group says he sponsors Spectacle because, “ It not only gets our name out there and
has been beneficial to business development, but also because it is a worthy cause and benefits people that typically get
overlooked.”
Brianne Boruff, VP, Development and Vocational Services, says, “The Greatest Spectacle in Tasting is our largest
fundraising event of the year and allows people from the community to come together and support a much needed agency in
our community. We are grateful for the continued support of Soupley’s Wine & Spirits, they are an integral part to this major
event. Hoosier AM/FM provides a great deal of media support and helps spread the word about the event tremendously!”
We would also like to thank everyone that donated items. The donations from businesses and supporters in the
community make the Greatest Spectacle silent auction one of the biggest in Central Indiana. It also helps us raise money for
children and adults with and without disabilities. Finally, we would like to thank our supporters and friends of Bona Vista
Programs. Without the sponsorships and donations from our community, we could not host these wonderful events that benefit
Bona Vista Programs. Boruff continues to say, “All in all, Spectacle allows people to spend time with friends and family, enjoy
an evening of food and beverages all while enjoying live music or visiting our silent auction area. The entire event puts you in a
good mood and helps an agency that is a very important part of your community!”

Have a FREE Energy Assessment and
Raise $25 for Bona Vista Programs!
Contact Brittnee Burton in the Development office
to sign up for a complete Home Energy Assessment, and
Bona Vista will earn $25. This assessment will help you
save energy and money on your monthly bill! All you
have to do is own a house built prior to January 1, 2010
and have an hour to spare.
You will not be asked to buy anything, this is
completely FREE. You will receive a kit valued up to

$70 that includes 9 CFL light bulbs, 2 low flow shower
heads, 2 bathroom sink aerators, 1 kitchen sink aerator
and a pipe wrap. You will also receive report about your
monthly usage and how to better conserve energy.
For more information or to sign up, call Brittnee at 765457-8273 or email bburton@bonavista.org.
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Cinderella
Ball
The Bona Vista Foundation is proud to
present the Cinderella Ball. The Cinderella
Ball, a father-daughter event for young girls
between the ages of 5 and 10 years, will be
held at the Kokomo Country Club on Friday,
August 2 beginning at 6 pm. The threehour event consists of a sit-down dinner,
horse-drawn carriage ride, ballroom
dance lesson, craft, entertainment, and
commemorative tshirt. Photo packages
are available at the event. Cinderella and
Prince Charming will also be on hand to

interact with their royal guests.
Paul Wyman was asked what he enjoys about Cinderella Ball, he said,
“The Cinderella Ball is a great opportunity for me to have a fun evening showing
my daughter how much I love and appreciate her as my little princess. The
activities, dancing and theme of helping others make this a special event. We
have created many great memories over the years attending the ball. She will
not always be my little princess, but these memories are ours for a lifetime.”
The Cinderella Ball also offers young ladies an opportunity to make
a difference in their community by bringing a donation for a local non-profit
organization. Princesses are encouraged to bring a donation for Bona Vista
Programs to the August 2 event!
Chad M., first year attendee, had this to say about Cinderella Ball, “I
couldn’t wait for my daughter and I to enjoy the Cinderella Ball. With a little
grace in the age department, we were able to attend last year’s event. It
was SPECTACULAR, and lived up to everything we dreamed it would be. This
event is a win-win for everyone. The Cinderella Ball gives dad’s and daughter’s
the opportunity to get all dressed up and enjoy a magical evening of crafts,
dancing, dinner, photos and so much more! It also provides Bona Vista with the
means to continue their amazing programs offered in and around Kokomo!! In
preparation for this year, Brielle, my wife and I started dress shopping a couple
months ago. We cannot wait to see what magical things Bona Vista has in store
for this year’s Cinderella Ball.”
Tickets for the Cinderella Ball are $50 per person. Parents may request
to receive an invitation online at www.thecinderellaball.com. Once you have
requested an invitation, Bona Vista staff will mail an invitation to the princess.
Parents, you will need to detach the rsvp and mail back payment. Once we
have received payment, we will confirm your reservation through an email or
phone call. The reservation deadline is Friday, July 26 or until all seats are filled.
The Bona Vista Foundation would like to thank sponsors that have
signed up as of June 1! Money raised from this event will help support
programs and services to benefit pediatric programs at Bona Vista Programs.
The Bona Vista Foundation supports the mission of Bona Vista Programs by
providing funding for the various programs and services we offer to children
with and without disabilities. Many, many thanks to our Activity Sponsors-The
Wyman Group. T-shirt Sponsors- Spray Tan by Patty Thatcher and Triquetra
Leadership Training.
We will also be hosting a new Cinderella Ball event in Hamilton County
at the Palomino Ballroom on Friday, September 20! Parents may request to
receive an invitation online at www.thecinderellaball.com

Bona Vista is
Hiring!
Bona Vista Programs, a
comprehensive rehabilitation facility
serving individuals of all ages and
abilities, is looking for talented
and caring individuals to join our
organization. We want to hire those
that share our mission of building the
foundation of success for children and
adults, regardless of abilities, through
encouragement, independence and
inclusion in reaching their maximum
potential.
Bona Vista has a number of
resources for our community, and we
want to make you a part of our team!
We have 14 programs that we are
extremely proud of at Bona Vista, and
we want you to join our staff. Applying
for positions is easy. Visit our website
at www.bonavista.org, click on “current
positions” and discover which job
opening is the best fit for you.
Bona Vista has the following
programs for children: Keys For
Kids Preschool, Positive Results For
Kids, Early Head Start, Kindergarten
Readiness, Child Care Solutions and
Personal Care Services. We also have
the following programs for adults: Bona
Vista Industries, Residential Services,
Community Connections, WorkForce
Diversity, Supported Living Services,
Habilitation Services, Personal Care
Services, Metered Mail and AdaptAbilities. Check our website weekly to
see what positions are available.
Right now, we are looking for candidates
for direct care positions to provide active
treatment to persons in individual and
group home settings, working evening,
midnight and weekend shifts. If you
would like to make a difference in the
lives of others, please visit our website
now to apply.

Bona Vista’s Full Day Preschool
Teacher Receives Prestigious Award
Joanne DeMarco, or better known at
Bona Vista’s Keys for Kids Preschool as Ms.
Joanne, is the recipient of the Terri Lynne Lokoff/
Children’s TYLENOL® National Child Care Teacher
Award™! She was one of fifty chosen from
around the nation to receive this prestigious
award. Joanne states, “I was very honored to
receive the Terri Lynne Lokoff Child Care Teacher
Award. The awards ceremony was just beautiful
and it was with great pride that I stood up and
accepted the award with many other teachers
from across the nation.”
This award acknowledges the critical role
of child care teachers in providing quality early
care and education. Joanne was selected for her
commitment and dedication to the children she
serves. Joanne has been the full day preschool
teacher for the two year old classroom at Bona
Vista’s Keys for Kids preschool since 2008. “As
happy as I was to accept the award I believe I
was more excited with the fact that they had not
only recognized myself, but a small 2 year old
classroom here in Kokomo”, says DeMarco.
The mission of the Terri Lynne Lokoff
Child Care Foundation is to improve the quality of
child care for all children, support and elevate the
status of child care teachers and providers, raise
awareness of the need for affordable, quality
child care and to partner with business and
government in making child care a priority.
Joanne was an ideal candidate for nomination for
this award, and she ultimately received it through
the foundation in January 2013.

Client Spotlight
Sam Tocco, Employment Specialist, started working with Trey
McCulley in August 2011. Trey has Autism and needed employment
services. He applied to several different businesses in Logansport
including Home Depot and Walmart. Trey performed job shadows at
the D&R Fruit Market in Logansport as well, with Sam’s assistance.
They were both anticipating employment at the market sacking
groceries for customers; however employment was never obtained.
In February 2012, Trey was walking home after watching a
Lewis Cass football game in Walton. While crossing Highway 218 to get
home, he got hit by a car. Trey suffered a broken leg in several places
and his new journey was just beginning. He had to complete many
surgeries and extensive rehabilitation sessions. Due to rehab, Trey
could not receive employment services for nine months. Sam and Trey
started looking for work in November 2012. Sam was able to help Trey
obtain a job shadow opportunity at Express Lube in Logansport.
Trey enjoyed the job shadow immensely, and the supervisor
and employees really liked and enjoyed working alongside Trey. One of
the employees at Express Lube volunteered to take Wednesdays off, so
that Trey could be hired and gain employment. Trey now works every
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and occasionally on Saturday. Trey enjoys
work so much that he talks about it from the time he gets up in the
morning until he goes to bed on
Wednesday.
Trey’s final outcome is not
only a success for him personally,
but a reminder that there are
people who care about others.
Trey’s coworkers made a sacrifice
to share a workplace with an
individual who has disabilities.
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Early Head Start has
Outstanding
Federal Review
Bona Vista’s Early Head Start program received an
excellent Federal Monitoring Review from the Administration
for Children & Families. The monitoring review team visited
Bona Vista’s Early Head Start the week of April 7th, and
gathered information from child and staff files and observed
class, center and group environments. After thorough
examination, the review team concluded favorable outcomes
for the Early Head Start program.
“It was determined that your Early Head Start program
is in compliance with all applicable Head Start Performance
Standards, laws, regulations and policy requirements,” stated
the overview report. There were no corrective actions given to
Bona Vista’s Early Head Start program.
“We work hard to provide the best program possible
for our families, and we are happy to know we are doing just
that!” stated Rachelle Myers, Director of Early Head Start.
Some of the strengths that were noted were the
strong community partnerships benefiting parents, children
and the staff. Early Head Start offers practicum opportunities
to students wanting careers in Early Childhood Education.
Early Head Start works with programs from Ivy Tech Kokomo,
Indiana University Kokomo and Ball State University, with many
completing and receiving their degrees.
Early Head Start also partners with persons and agencies to
donate items to the “Kiddo Kloset.” Kiddo Kloset is an incentive
program for our parents. If parents attend and are involved in
all of the meetings, committees and activities provided by Early
Head Start, they receive “Kiddo Kash.” With this Kash, they
can receive items such as diapers, wipes, paper towels and
toiletry items – items that you cannot buy with food stamps.

Early Head Start is continually working to find persons and
businesses to donate items to the Kiddo Kloset and keep the
Kloset stocked for the parents.
The Early Head Start program serves expectant
mothers and children birth to three years of age. Taking a
proactive, family-centered approach, Early Head Start offers
center-based child care, home visiting, and family development
programming FREE of charge to those who meet the income
requirements.
To learn more about Early Head Start, please call Rachelle
Myers at 765-457-8273, or visit www.bonavista.org. You can
also make a donation to the Kiddo Kloset by calling to see what
items are currently needed. Thank you to our community, staff,
parents and students that have supported Bona Vista’s Early
Head Start and made it a successful program.

Have a FREE Energy Assessment and
Raise $25 for Bona Vista Programs!
Contact Brittnee Burton in the Development office
to sign up for a complete Home Energy Assessment, and
Bona Vista will earn $25. This assessment will help you
save energy and money on your monthly bill! All you
have to do is own a house built prior to January 1, 2010
and have an hour to spare.
You will not be asked to buy anything, this is
completely FREE. You will receive a kit valued up to

$70 that includes 9 CFL light bulbs, 2 low flow shower
heads, 2 bathroom sink aerators, 1 kitchen sink aerator
and a pipe wrap. You will also receive report about your
monthly usage and how to better conserve energy.
For more information or to sign up, call Brittnee at 765457-8273 or email bburton@bonavista.org.

Soupley’s Wine & Spirits and Hoosier AM/FM in conjunction with Bona Vista held the Greatest Spectacle in Tasting May
18th, 2013 on the grounds of Bona Vista. We had a great turnout with over 700 attendees at this year’s event. We had $21,300
in sponsorships to help support our agency, and we raised over $45,000 for Bona Vista Programs! Our silent auction consisted
of 160 lots that raised over $17,000. There were 31 local restaurants that served signature dishes to the attendees, over 100
different wines and micobrews were available for tasting, and Loose Change played great music. It was a wonderful day with lots
of happy patrons!
We would like to thank our sponsors for helping make this event happen: Hoosier AM/FM stations: Z925, Rock 98.5 and
WIOU, Liberty Financial Group, The DeHayes Group, Haynes International, The Kokomo Dental Center, BMO Harris Bank, First
Farmers Bank & Trust, Indiana Pest Control, The Hardie Group, Solidarity Community Federal Credit Union, City of Firsts Federal
Credit Union, Community First Bank, Monroe Construction, Kokomo New Car Dealers Association, St. Joseph Hospital, Billy’s Auto
Repair, Beckley’s Office Supplies, Carney-Echelbarger Machining LLC, Humphrey Printing, Dr. Kurt Kingseed, RD Filip, Inc., Wendy’s
of Kokomo, and Jansen’s Tax Service & Asphalt Sealing.
Craig Dunn, Liberty Financial Group says he sponsors Spectacle because, “ It not only gets our name out there and
has been beneficial to business development, but also because it is a worthy cause and benefits people that typically get
overlooked.”
Brianne Boruff, VP, Development and Vocational Services, says, “The Greatest Spectacle in Tasting is our largest
fundraising event of the year and allows people from the community to come together and support a much needed agency in
our community. We are grateful for the continued support of Soupley’s Wine & Spirits, they are an integral part to this major
event. Hoosier AM/FM provides a great deal of media support and helps spread the word about the event tremendously!”
We would also like to thank everyone that donated items. The donations from businesses and supporters in the
community make the Greatest Spectacle silent auction one of the biggest in Central Indiana. It also helps us raise money for
children and adults with and without disabilities. Finally, we would like to thank our supporters and friends of Bona Vista
Programs. Without the sponsorships and donations from our community, we could not host these wonderful events that benefit
Bona Vista Programs. Boruff continues to say, “All in all, Spectacle allows people to spend time with friends and family, enjoy
an evening of food and beverages all while enjoying live music or visiting our silent auction area. The entire event puts you in a
good mood and helps an agency that is a very important part of your community!”

President’s Corner

At last it feels like summer is coming, schools are letting out and families will be
looking for meaningful activities for their children. Please take a moment to review
the variety of opportunities for learning and fun through our Imagine That Innovation
Center. Additionally, we continue to offer quality child care and preschool through
our early childhood division. For parents concerned about receiving the best that
they can find in Howard or Miami counties consider studying the State Paths to
Quality Program. It is a helpful and meaningful system that allows parents to study
the range of early childhood providers in your community, actually throughout the
State, and find the early childhood providers that are rated the highest standard.
Bona Vista has a 4 STAR rating, and that is the highest rating possible. It is a parent’s
right to ask questions about curriculum development and find out all that you can
about what your child is going to learn. For more information on what is being offered
through our Imagine That Innovation Center simply click on Bonavista.org and the
class schedule will be available.
Bona Vista continues to provide pediatric therapies through our organization and the
State First Steps Program. Bona Vista offers pediatric speech therapy, occupational
therapy, physical therapy and developmental therapies in Howard, Miami, Cass
and Wabash Counties. First Steps is an early intervention program with the goal of
identifying and remediating developmental delays as early as possible. The sooner
a physician refers a child to the program for services the better it is for the child and
the family. Another strong component of the therapy model is the instruction that is
offered to the parents or primary caregiver, therapy is not just about one treatment
once a week but a continuum of care for the child. First Steps is offered to infants and
toddlers from infancy up to the age of three. For more information call Bona Vista
Programs at 765-457-8273 or check out our website.

Grant News
Bona Vista’s WorkForce Diversity
has received $10,000 funded in part by a
Grant from the Community Foundation of
Howard County. This money will help fund
job coaching for clients during the time
between completing 90 days of successful
work with Indiana Vocational Rehabilitation
Services (Voc Rehab) funding, and receiving
Supported Employment Follow-Along (SEFA)
funding. Job coaching for clients during this
time will ensure that each client maintains
successful employment in the community
until their funding resumes with Supported
Employment Follow Along.
The Dukes Health Care Foundation
of Miami County Board of Directors awarded
Bona Vista Programs a grant for $5,365. This
money will be used to purchase a SoloLift
to aid individuals that have disabilities and
cannot assist in lifting themselves. This item
will be essential in aiding the individuals we
serve at Bona Vista Programs.
The Howard County Commissioners
contributed $5,000 of Economic
Development Income Tax to assist with the

implementation of an internship program
that will allow WFD to offer employers a trial
work opportunity free of cost through our
clients. The WorkForce Diversity program
serves over 250 clients. Clients are all
diagnosed with either a physical, mental or
developmental disability. They range from
18-60 years of age. We help clients find
stable employment in our community.
To date, staff have secured 7 internships
and 4 of those individuals have been hired,
resulting in a 57% success rate. This program
is a huge success for clients!
Joanne DeMarco, or better known
at Bona Vista’s Keys for Kids Preschool as Ms.
Joanne, is the recipient of the Terri Lynne
Lokoff Foundation/Children’s TYLENOL®
National Child Care Teacher Award™! Joanne
submitted a class project titled “Down on
the Farm,” which caught the attention of the
foundation and ultimately secured her the
$500 award to purchase a new sensory table
and farm toys such as puzzles, puppets and
different farm themed toys.

Indiana Youth Institute
Professional Development Grant
was awarded to Kelley Land, Director,
Vocational Services so that she
could attend the 2013 Association of
People Supporting Employment First
(APSE) Conference. Kelley received
a $750 training grant so that she
could attend the annual conference.
The conference will bring together
business and community leaders from
across the country to network and
focus on state of the art strategies
to ensure equitable employment for
citizens with disabilities.
The Bona Vista Foundation
received $335.15 from the Chase
Community Giving grant. The Chase
Community Giving is grant program
inspiring a new way of corporate
philanthropy by letting participants
vote to help determine which small
and local non profits will receive
donations from Chase. The program
has given away over $20 million
in grants to charities nationwide,
with focuses including animals &
environment; education; health;
military & veterans; poverty; and the
arts.
An Americans with
Disabilities Act-Indiana Grant
awarded $2,100 to the Howard
County Business Leadership Network.
Bona Vista is a leader in initiating
the formation of this group for
local businesses and individuals
with disabilities. BLNs work to
advance the employment of people
with disabilities through employer
education, advocacy, and inclusion
efforts. For more information, please
visit www.inbln.org.
WorkForce Diversity received
$1,500 through a Community
Mobilization Grant from the Military
Family Research Institute, to help
veterans and their families get the
much needed resources and serves
in these crucial areas: education, job
placement, healthcare, VA benefits,
behavioral health, drug and alcohol
programs and child development.

Are you searching for a
quality preschool Summer
Program for your child?
You don’t have to search
any longer! Bona Vista’s
Keys for Kids offers an
academic-based Summer
Camp that is designed
to enhance your child’s
development.
Our Summer Camp has two sessions. Our first session started on June 4th and focuses on fun themes such as Music,
Dinosaurs, Dr. Seuss and Camping. Our second session, which begins on July 2nd, also has fun educational themes such as Jungle,
Circus, Fiesta and Beach Days for your children.
“Summer camp is a summer enrichment program for children ages 2-5. Many children that attend our school year program
attend summer camp. Summer camp is an extension of their learning,” stated Beth Barnett, Keys For Kids Preschool Director. Our
Summer Camps are scheduled for different times. We have a 9 am-11am camp on Tuesdays and Thursdays for your two and young
three year olds. Keys for Kids also has a 12:15pm camp for your three, four and five year olds on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays.
“Some children that have never been to preschool but are going into Kindergarten in the fall have signed up too. Summer
camp is a structured preschool atmosphere with fun themes. Summer camp will expose the child to a school atmosphere and help
instill the fun of learning,” Beth added.
Keys for Kids has a level four rating from Paths to Quality®, which is a voluntary
quality rating system. Level four is the highest achievement and our programs are
nationally accredited for their excellence. We have a professional teaching staff, a fulltime nursing staff, secure entrances, beautiful playgrounds and an indoor gym.
Brianne, a Keys for Kids Preschool parent, says, “Keys for Kids Preschool has been
great for my son! He has been in school for six months in the Full Day 2’s class. I love
this program and encourage anyone looking for a preschool program to visit Keys for
Kids Preschool. He loves his teachers and friends, they work on a variety of standards
and skills, as well as have great resources.”
Beth agrees stating that, “Summer camp gives the child added enrichment
activities in the preschool setting. Making friends, creative art activities, and academic
readiness are balanced for an enjoyable summer camp experience!”
Keys for Kids Preschool is an innovative program specifically designed to help
unlock your child’s possibilities. Our Summer Camp Programs are academic-based and taught by licensed teachers and instructional
assistants with scheduling options to fit most any family’s schedule.
Call 765-457-8273 today, or stop by to enroll or learn more about our fun Summer Camp! We have spots waiting for your
child. Please visit us online at www.bonavista.org, and follow us on Facebook @Bonavista Programs and Twitter @Bonavista_ .

Save the Date
July 30

FREE Developmental screenings at Positive Results for
Kids funded in part by United Way of Howard County

August 2 Cinderella Ball at the Kokomo Country Club
September 20 Cinderella Ball at the Palomino Ballroom in Hamilton County
October 29

FREE Developmental screenings at Positive Results for Kids funded in part by United Way of Howard County

November 2013 1st annual Legislative Luncheon at Bona Vista at the Crossing
December 2013 Bona Vista vs Kokomo Fire Department Talent Show
January 18, 2014 Last One Standing Dodge Ball Challenge at Maple Crest Middle School
For more information about any of these events, please call 765-457-8273 or go to bonavista.org.
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Building is underway for the new housing model for developmentally
disabled adults called The Vista. The Vista will be located at 1220 S.
Plate Street across from Bona Vista’s Crossing

Summer 2013

